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Chairman Murphy, Vice Chairman Visclosky, members of the Congressional Steel 

Caucus – thank you for the invitation to appear before you today, and thank you for your efforts 

on behalf of America’s steel industry. 

I am Tracy Porter, Executive Vice President of CMC Operations.  Commercial Metals is a 

vertically integrated, Fortune 500 company that recycles, manufactures, fabricates, and trades 

steel globally.  CMC’s state-of-the-art mills make high-quality steel products at five locations in 

the United States, and one location in Poland.   

I am here in my role as Chair of the Steel Manufacturers Association.  SMA represents 

North American electric arc furnace steelmakers and rerollers.  SMA’s members account for over 

75 percent of domestic steelmaking capacity, directly employ more than 60,000 workers across 

North America, and indirectly support over 420,000 additional jobs.   

I understand that the purpose of today’s hearing is to discuss significant national 

infrastructure projects and other matters of interest to the domestic steel industry. 

While America’s steel industry continues to deal with the challenges resulting from global 

steel overcapacity, I can affirmatively state that there is a renewed sense of optimism among 

SMA’s member companies.  I believe we have a unique opportunity to invest in our nation’s future 

and to improve our long-term competitive position.  We are hopeful that Congress and the 

Administration will work together to advance policies that benefit American steelmakers, our 

employees, investors, and surrounding communities. 

In particular, we are pleased with the attention that is being paid to the need for 

substantial investment in our nation’s infrastructure.  Challenges with the current state of affairs 

have been well-documented.  We have been talking about this problem for over a decade, and 

yet conditions continue to worsen due to the lack of a well-funded, long-term strategy.  In its most 

recent report card, the American Society of Civil Engineers gave our infrastructure an overall 

grade of D-plus.  This is simply unacceptable for a great nation like ours, and we can no longer 

afford to defer investment.   

Infrastructure investment is not a partisan issue.  The benefits are widely recognized by 

Republicans and Democrats alike.  While questions remain over funding mechanisms, the 

maintenance and improvement of our critical infrastructure, including our transportation, water, 

waste and energy services, must be characterized not as traditional government spending, but 

rather as strategic, focused investment.  In addition to the five U.S. steel mills, I have 

responsibility for CMC’s Polish operations. It is very frustrating to watch Poland and many other 

nations invest at rates almost double that of the United States on a per capita basis.  

To close the gap, satisfy future needs, and restore our global competitive advantage, we 

must increase funding from all levels of government, and also work to harness private sector 

resources.  Sufficient, long-term infrastructure investment has the ability both to provide an 
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immediate boost to employment levels, and to make our nation more competitive in the decades 

ahead.   

Companies like mine are eager to put Americans to work and to satisfy the needs 

associated with increased investment.  There is sufficient domestic steelmaking capacity to 

supply all of the steel needed for a large-scale infrastructure program.   

In order to ensure that the full benefit of investment is realized in the U.S. economy, 

infrastructure projects should utilize domestically melted and poured steel products.  For that 

reason, SMA strongly supports the application of Buy America provisions.  Ongoing efforts to 

undermine or weaken Buy America, and specifically the melted and poured standard, must be 

strongly opposed. 

Despite challenges, domestic steelmakers remain optimistic about the future of our 

industry.  I am pleased to report that my company has made a substantial investment by building 

a new micromill in Durant, Oklahoma, which should be up and running later this year. 

To support investments of this magnitude, we must enforce our trade laws and address 

the harm caused by the unfair trade behavior of some foreign nations.  We are appreciative of the 

trade law updates that were enacted during the 115th Congress.  Passage required the extensive 

efforts of several members of the Congressional Steel Caucus, including many of you here today.  

We must now make sure that our government agencies fully utilize the tools and resources that 

Congress has given them, including application of the Adverse Facts Available standard. 

There are multiple pending trade cases whose outcomes will have a significant impact on 

Commercial Metals and other domestic steelmakers, including a case against unfairly traded 

rebar imports from Japan, Taiwan, and Turkey.  And just yesterday, four SMA members filed 

petitions charging that unfairly-traded imports of wire rod from ten countries are causing material 

injury to the domestic industry.  Strong margins in these cases are extremely important, and we 

appreciate your continued support. 

In closing, America is one of the greatest places in the world to manufacture steel.  

Companies like Commercial Metals are eager to invest in our businesses, workforces, and 

communities.  Sound policy measures can improve our nation’s competitiveness, safety, and 

security.  We urge Congress to work with the Administration to advance a pro-manufacturing, pro-

growth agenda. 

We wish to express our genuine appreciation to Congressmen Murphy and Visclosky for 

their bipartisan leadership of the Congressional Steel Caucus.  Thank you. 


