
THE POWER OF MEMBERSHIP
THE STRENGTH OF AMERICAN STEEL



About the SMA
Leading America’s most innovative steelmakers 
through purpose-driven policy and progress.

Building America’s Future
Steel is necessary for America’s national, economic, and energy security. Steel Manufacturers 
Association (SMA) members produce more than 70 percent of our nation’s steel. Chances are,  
if you are traveling on America’s highway system, filling your gas tank or turning on your lights,  
that infrastructure was built with our members’ American-made steel.  

ABOUT

Domestic steel production is the backbone of a strong manufacturing 
economy and essential to creating more American jobs. We appreciate 
the Steel Manufacturers Association’s unwavering advocacy in keeping 
these critical issues front and center with our nation’s leaders.“
-  Leon Topalian, Chair, President and CEO of Nucor

SMA
REPRESENTS70%

OF STEEL 
 MADE IN THE
 U.S. TODAY



Leading Through Innovation
SMA is the voice of American steel. Our members use the most 
innovative, modern steelmaking processes available, producing 
the world’s cleanest steel and making the American steel 
industry the envy of the world. 

Why Advocacy Matters
SMA’s advocacy is centered on the need for a robust domestic 
steel industry. Without domestic production, our country would 
be forced to outsource the essential material for economic 
growth. New investment in manufacturing requires steel, from 
the latest data centers to building a merchant marine fleet to 
regain our competitiveness in global shipping.  
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Domestic steelmakers have invested billions of dollars in 
facilities across America, providing high-paying jobs and 
supporting American manufacturing. SMA is doing its part to 
encourage policies that enable these significant investments.“
-  Mark Millett, co-founder, chairman and CEO of Steel Dynamics



COMMITTEES

SMA Committees
Seven member-led groups shaping strategy,  
policy, and steel’s future.
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1Safety Committee

Committed to every worker, every shift. SMA member companies always put safety first, and 
the SMA Safety Committee reflects their commitment to finding ways to improve on their exemplary 
safety records. The committee comprises safety managers from SMA steelmaker members and 
associate members who meet twice a year to share ideas about ensuring the safety and health of 
teammates, contractors, and visitors at hundreds of manufacturing facilities around the country, 
many of which operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

•	 Topics Include: AI for safety operations, heat illness prevention, fall prevention and protection, crane 
operation, electromagnetic field radiation, changes in regulation and enforcement, mental health, and more. 

Government Affairs Committee
Our industry’s voice in Washington. Washington policy makers play a large role in how 
manufacturers are able to compete both at home and globally. Trade policy is constantly evolving, 
and the experts that make up the SMA Government Affairs Committee help member companies 
develop a better understanding of the dynamics in Washington and how to shape them to best 
support the domestic steel industry. Committee members meet at least once a month to share 
intelligence and educate congressional and administration officials together to build a better 
understanding of our industry and highlight the policies that can boost domestic steel production 
and protect our workers.  

•	 Future Focused: Members meet monthly to share ideas and shape discussions at the highest levels.

Transportation, Materials Handling & Shipping Committee
Logistics that move us forward. Moving millions of tons of raw materials and finished steel 
products into and out of steel mills safely and efficiently requires careful planning and around-the-
clock execution. This committee brings together logistics managers from steel-producing member 
companies and SMA associate member companies that serve them to talk about ways to improve 
management of truck, rail, barge and crane operations, scrap operations, contractor operations, 
safety, and more. 

•	 Insights Driven: Members seek input from leaders across the steel supply chain, and beyond.



We are glad to have SMA fighting for policies 
that benefit the steel industry in America.“ -  Peter Matt, CEO of CMC
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4Environmental Committee

Focused on stewardship and sensible policy. SMA members take a back seat to no one  
when it comes to environmental stewardship, and that’s abundantly clear when the SMA 
Environment Committee gets together. Committed to clean air, clean water, and efficient raw 
material use, members monitor evolving regulations, share enforcement and compliance trends, 
and learn from experts across government, heavy industry, and steel partners. Together with the 
Government Affairs Committee, they advocate in Washington for smart, balanced regulation.

•	 Focus Areas: Air quality standards, particulate matter emissions, forever chemicals,  
	 and treatment of slag under the law.   

Human Resources Committee 
Supporting the workforce behind the steel. SMA members employ tens of thousands of  
hardworking Americans who make high-tech 21st-century steelmaking possible. Helping them 
fulfill their potential requires the skill and care of the best human resources professionals 
in domestic manufacturing. Members share ideas on the challenges facing the modern HR 
professional, including recruitment, retention, advancement, legal compliance, and more. 

•	 Key Role: Advises SMA on the annual salary survey and biennial benefits survey. 

Occupational Health Working Group
Caring for those who power our industry. Many SMA members show their commitment to 
worker health by staffing onsite nurses and health professionals. But companies of all sizes benefit 
from participating in the SMA Occupational Health Working Group. Meeting annually alongside 
the Safety and HR Committees, this group shares best practices and hears from experts including 
doctors, therapists, attorneys, and mental health professionals.

•	 Care Centered: Shares solutions that support the health of every steelworker. 

Communications Committee
Telling the story of American steel. This group unites professionals in PR, marketing,  
investor relations, and internal communications to help SMA members share the story of  
modern steelmaking. Members exchange tools and strategies to engage employees, media, 
investors, and communities.

•	 Topics Discussed: Employee apps, event marketing, podcasts, webinars, media training,  
	 sustainability messaging, and message amplification.



ACTION

Membership in Action
How being part of SMA works for you  
and the steel industry.

SMA gives us unparalleled access to government decision makers. We 
recently celebrated with other SMA members in the White House Rose 
Garden. We also rely on SMA to make us aware of emerging and critical 
issues facing EAF steelmakers and then advocating on our behalf. This is 
critical to our success and the success of our industry.

“
-  Luis Barrenechea, CEO of Optimus Steel



Access
A Seat at the Table. SMA’s advocacy provides our 
members access at the highest levels of government. 
Your team members will have the opportunity to 
work closely with your peers to strengthen our 
industry’s voice and accomplish shared goals.  
The industry is strongest when advocacy is united. 

Peer Engagement
Power in numbers. SMA’s members manufacture 
more than 70 percent of the steel made in America.  
By becoming a member, you will be able to interact 
with not only your fellow steelmakers but also 
leaders from up and down the steel value chain, 
including more than 60 associate members. 

Recognized Leadership
A respected voice in Washington. The 
advocacy team at SMA was recently recognized by 
Washingtonian magazine as one of the “500 Most 
Influential People in Washington.” This reflects the 
outsize role our industry is playing shaping policy in 
Washington. By becoming an SMA member, you will 
help shape the direction of our advocacy efforts.  

Industry Analysis
The future of steel intelligence. SMA is 
developing a project to become the national leader 
in steel industry data aggregation and analysis—
serving as the go-to source for production, capacity, 
investment data, and more. This curated research 
will better serve our members and mission while 
advancing advocacy and communications efforts.

International Leadership
A presence on the global stage. SMA is  
the voice for steelmakers in America domestically 
and internationally. SMA represents our members  
in numerous international forums including the 
OECD, the WTO, worldsteel, and AIST,  
working collaboratively to reduce the global  
steel overcapacity that has harmed our industry  
for decades. SMA also works to ensure a level 
playing field globally through both U.S. and 
international policy advocacy.  

The Value of 
Membership
 

What Members Give:
Dues scaled to match  
your company’s size

Engagement in three  
annual board meetings

Participation in shaping 
steel’s future3
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What Members Get:
Advocacy for a pro-growth 
business climate

Development opportunities 
for employees

A stronger voice for 
American steel3
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steelnet.org
info@steelnet.org

YOUR VOICE BELONGS AT THE TABLE

JOIN SMA AND HELP LEAD THE NEXT  
CHAPTER OF AMERICAN STEEL


